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conference. It lasted some three years, the problems upon
which it deliberated being mostly various privileges for the
nobility and financial assistance to them to be derived from?
the public treasury. I opposed most of these schemes, and
made every effort to expose the greed of the nobility. I
aroused thereby the ire of that part of the nobility which
looks at the Russian Empire as a cow to be milked by them.
All the while Plehve played the part of the champion of
ultra-feudal tendencies. In his speeches he constantly made
incursions into Russia's past to show that the Russian Em-
pire owed its existence chiefly to the nobility. Plehve found
in me an implacable opponent. I confess I did not spare
his amour-propre, so that on several occasions he appealed
to the chairman for protection. Needless to say, the con-
ference achieved practically nothing. Durnovo received a
generous prize and several small financial concessions were
given as a sop to the nobility, but a certain element among
the nobility could never forget my opposition to the plans
of the conference. It goes without saying that I have never
entertained any hostile feelings against the nobility as a
class. I am myself an hereditary nobleman and was
brought up on genteel traditions. I am aware that there
are among our landed aristocracy many truly noble and
unselfish men and women, imbued with the spirit which
should animate every true nobleman, namely, that of pro-
tecting the weak and serving the people generally. All the
great reforms of the 'Sixties were carried out by a handful
of noblemen, and in our own days there are aristocrats who
do not separate their welfare from the welfare of the people
and who sometimes serve the cause of the nation at the
peril of their very lives. Yet such noblemen are in the
minority. The majority is politically a mass of degenerate
humanity, which recognizes nothing but the gratification of
its selfish interests and lusts, and which seeks to obtain